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SECTION A (Source-Based Case Study) 

 
Question 1 is compulsory for all candidates. 

 
1 Being Part of a Globalised World 

 
 
Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the 
questions. 
 
You may use any of the sources to help you answer the questions, in addition to 
those sources which you are told to use. In answering the questions, you should use 
your knowledge of the issue to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 
 
 

1 Study Source A. 
 
What is the attitude of the cartoonist towards the conference? 
Explain your answer.   

 
 
[5]         

  
 

 

2 Study Source B and C. 
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How far do the two sources agree with one another? Explain your 
answer.  

[6] 

  
 

 

3 Study Source D.   
 
How useful is this source as evidence of the efforts made by 
countries to deal with climate change? Explain your answer.  

 
 
 
[7] 

  
 

 

4 Study Sources E and F. 
 
After reading Source E, are you surprised by Source F? Explain 
your answer. 

 
 
 
[7] 

  
 

 

5 “Efforts to tackle climate change are doomed to fail.”  
 
Using sources in this case study, explain how far you would agree 
with this statement. 

 
 
 
[10] 
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How committed are countries to combating climate change? 
 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Read this carefully. It may help you to answer some of the questions. 
 
Global warming has resulted in rapid climate change around the world. This has 

largely been driven by human activities such as the burning of fossil fuels like coal 

and oil for energy. The burning of fossil fuels has caused rising temperatures which 

have caused rising sea levels and extreme weather conditions. Scientists have 

predicted that if the rise in temperatures goes beyond 1.5 °C, there will be 

irreversible damage to the Earth’s climate.  

 

In 2015, the United Nations (UN) Climate Change Conference was held in Paris. 

During this conference, leaders of many countries came together to discuss how to 

deal with climate change. These countries agreed to limit global warming by 

reducing their emission of greenhouse gases. They also set targets for member 

countries. This agreement came to be known as the Paris Agreement.  

 

After 2015, countries strengthened their commitment to combat climate change and 

aimed to achieve net zero emissions. Achieving net zero means that the total 

emissions of greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide (CO2), are equal to the total 

amount of carbon removed from the atmosphere.  

 

To reach their aim, countries would be required to switch to cleaner energy sources 

and halve their emissions by 2030. However, despite their agreement, many 

countries lack the economic resources to switch to alternative energy and still 

depend on fossil fuels to operate their industries.   

 

Read the following sources to find out if countries are truly committed to fighting 

climate change. 
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Source A: An American cartoon published in 2021. The UN Conference on 
Climate Change brought together 120 world leaders and over 40,000 
registered participants in Glasgow, Scotland. 

 

 
 

 
  
Source B: A comment by the UN Secretary General in a press conference to 

international journalists in 2023. 

I am very worried about where the world stands on climate. Countries are far off-

track in meeting climate promises and commitments. I see a lack of ambition and a 

lack of cooperation. The climate agenda is being undermined. At a time when we 

should be accelerating action, there is backtracking.  

 

Current efforts by countries are taking the world to a 2.8 degree temperature rise 

by the end of the century. That spells catastrophe. Yet the collective response 

remains pitiful. The solution is clear. Governments, companies and financial 

institutions need to play their part. The world must phase out fossil fuels. Last year, 

the oil and gas industry reaped a record $4 trillion windfall in net income. Yet for 

every dollar it spends on oil and gas drilling and exploration, only 4 cents went to 

clean energy. They are not even reaching the reduction targets they have set for 

themselves. 
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Source C: From the London School of Economics Department of Government 
blogpost in 2021. The department is a world-leading centre for the 
study and research of politics and government.  

 

Countries condemn causes of climate change and claim to want to work towards 

eliminating greenhouse gases. 

 

But despite this, things are largely unchanged. Last year, the number of oil rigs* in 

the US doubled. The Paris Agreement, the source of so much optimism in past 

years, seems incapable of holding nations accountable. While change is 

happening, it is too slow, hindered by private interests and many people who 

continue to deny the truth: we are on the edge of disaster. 

 

Is this the fault of the government? I think so. These are institutions, created to 

implement our wants and care for our needs. In falling short of this, they have failed 

in their job to serve and uphold the majority will – instead succumbing to the 

pressure of profit-driven corporations. Beyond the crime of neglecting climate 

change, governments are failing to safeguard people’s lives.  

 
 * Oil rigs are structures used to drill for oil 
 
 
 
Source D: From a speech by the President of the European Union* at the 

United Nations Climate Change Conference in Egypt in 2022. 
 
We are, and will remain, champions of climate action. We are committed to 

protecting nature and sustaining biodiversity and human life on earth. The 

European Union have an obligation towards people in developing countries. We 

built our prosperity partly by overusing fossil fuel resources and by mistreating the 

natural world. We must therefore shoulder our share of the burden, and we are 

doing so. We have an obligation towards the next generation, towards the young 

people who are appealing to our conscience. 

 

 The European Union is the largest provider of climate funds, allocating more than 

EUR 20 billion in 2021. We are stepping up investment in renewable energy 

sources, but we will need to rely on all energy sources in making the transition. We 

are also striving to work together with developed and developing countries to meet 

the climate targets set. 

 
*The European Union is a political and economic union of 27 countries located 
in Europe 
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Source E: Speech by Senior Minister Teo Chee Hean in Parliament in 2023.                                  
 

Reducing global greenhouse gas emissions is urgent. Singapore has decisively 

stepped up our efforts against climate change last year. After consulting the public, 

we formally revised our climate targets. We are committed to achieving net zero 

emissions by 2050.  

 

To mitigate climate change effects on Singapore, we must engage other countries 

to reduce their emissions worldwide. The public sector will set the example by 

aiming to achieve net zero emissions around 2045, five years ahead of our national 

target of 2050. We will also continue to forge international collaborations on climate 

action.  

 

Businesses need to act as well. And we will partner them in their sustainability 

journeys. Businesses contribute over 60% of our overall carbon emissions. We will 

also increase our carbon tax to shape economy-wide behaviour.  

 

For Singaporeans who have not internalised climate change, the Ministry of 

Education will look into nurturing our young to be more environmentally conscious. 

 
 
 
 
Source F: From a Straits Times article that reported on the Climate Action 

Tracker Report in 2022. The Climate Action Tracker is an 
independent scientific project that tracks government climate action 
and measures it against the globally agreed Paris Agreement.  

 

Singapore’s climate targets are critically insufficient, despite its efforts to implement 
a higher carbon tax and cut its greenhouse gas emissions.  

Singapore this year announced plans to reach net-zero emissions by 2050, The 
Republic will also be raising its carbon tax from $5 per tonne of emissions currently 
to $50 to $80 per tonne by 2030. While the 2030 target will lead to lower 
emissions, it is still 87 per cent higher than its fair share contribution to reach the 
1.5 deg C global target. 

Although there would be a gradual increase to $50 to $80 per tonne of CO2 in 
2030, the carbon tax rate would be kept at $5 per tonne up till 2023, covering about 
43 per cent of emissions by industries and the power sector. This would be unlikely 
to generate the needed incentives for a large-scale switch to zero-carbon 
technologies. 

 
 

SECTION B (Structured-Response Question) 
 

Question 2 is compulsory for all candidates. 

https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-boosts-un-climate-targets-confirms-net-zero-by-2050
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/budget-2022-singapores-carbon-tax-could-increase-to-80-per-tonne-of-emissions-by-2030-in-accelerated-net-zero-emissions-bid
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2 Living in a Diverse Society 

 
Study the extracts carefully, and then answer the questions. 
 

 Extract 1  

In 2022, a Polytechnic lecturer was jailed for making racist comments against an 
interracial couple. This case received wide media coverage, and many criticised 
the lecturer’s actions as it could cause disharmony, especially in a diverse 
society like Singapore. 

  
 Extract 2 

 
Assimilation is an approach used by France to encourage its diverse population 
to be more French. Immigrants are encouraged to accept the French way of life 
by adopting the culture and values of the French people. 
 

  
 Extract 3 

 
Singapore uses integration to encourage newcomers to be part of Singapore. 
Newcomers are encouraged to retain their traditions and customs while 
respecting Singapore’s core values.  
 

 
 

6 Extract 1 talks about how racism can have a negative effect on a 
diverse society like Singapore. 

 
 

   
 In your opinion, what can be done to create stronger relations 

amongst the different races in Singapore? Explain your answer 
giving two suggestions. 

 
[7]       
 

  
 

 

7 Extracts 2 and 3 show two approaches to managing diversity.  
 

   
 Do you think that assimilation is a better approach than integration in 

managing diversity? Explain your answer. 
 
[8]       
 

 
---------------------------------------------END OF PAPER ------------------------------------------- 
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