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SECTION A

Study the poster (Text 1) and the social media post (Text 2) and answer Questions 1-4 in the
Question Paper.

Text 1 is a poster published on the Community Chest webpage.

PAY IT FORWARD @ COMCHEST CAFE

To commemorate Kindness Month in July, order any hot coffee anq we
will donate $1 to support beneficiaries under the Change for Charity
initiative by Community Chest.

Let's come together to spread kindness and help those who need it.

In support of

Change
frCharity

Text 2 is taken from a social media post written by a volunteer.

I've been volunteering with Community Chest's Change for Charity initiative, and while it's making a
huge difference, we're really struggling with a lack of support. It's disheartening to see the
programme's potential being held back due to insufficient funds and resources. However, | believe
in our community's power to rally around for a great cause. If you can, please consider donating or

spreading the word about this vital initiative. Let's show our beneficiaries that we can make a real
change in time to come!
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Text3 SECTION B

The text below details a tourist's experience in Parig

Read it carefully and answer Questions 5—14 |
4 in the Question B

and London is a toilet) Then all at i
; once it's frantic:

abundance, cafés and : - cars and . '

birds, movement eve,y“:,,?rzs t;:*F'enmg. peaple flying out of Metrzu:;s- "’*’;'f""ﬂ past in sudden

. + thousands and thousands of pairs of hy tions ':; flocks of startied

come together. Can you imagine that? | m
~ & o el 7 | mean to say, here you have a city wi world's most
gzidqg'clae"a)gggsr ;‘;S‘Viznversd — drivers who in other dramtanoe::o't:im ?o:\ﬁnod l:) their
. Wlth_ J PS —and you give them an open space where they can all i
thirteen directions at once. Is that asking for trouble or what? “ Priageleny o

It's interesting to note that the French have had this reputation f ing si
invention of the internal combustion engine. Even o the esghge?ﬁie"ﬁ'&”gﬁ%ﬁ"gm" o
tl;:ans were rema(rjklng 0;1 what lunatic drivers the French were, on ‘the astom’shi'ng speed with ::;icg
e carriages and people moved through the streets ... It was n : ~
run over and probably killed.” I quote from The Grand Tour byoéﬁgs?&?ﬁmb?f tamboo»ksee whosea o
great.vnrtue is in pointing out that the peoples of Europe have for at least 300 years been living up
to their stereotypes. As long ago as the sixteenth century, travellers were describing the Italians as
voluble, unreliable and hopelessly corrupt, the Germans as gluttonous, the Swiss as irritatingly

officious and tidy, the French as, well, insufferably French.

You also constantly keep coming up against these monumental squares and open spaces that are
all but impossible to cross on foot. My wife and | went to Paris on our honeymoon and foolishly
tried to cross the Place de la Concorde without first leaving our names at the embassy. Somehow,
she managed to get to the obelisk in the centre, but | was stranded in the midst of a circus maximus
of killer automobiles, waving weakly to my dear spouse of two days and whimpering softly while
hundreds and hundreds of little buff-coloured Renaults were bearing down on me with their drivers

all wearing expressions like the Joker in Batman.

It still happens now. At the Place de la Bastille, a vast open space where | spent three-quarters of
an hour trying to get from the Rue de Lyon to the Rue de St-Antoine. The problem is that the
pedestrian-crossing lights have been designed with the clear purpose of leaving the foreign visitor
confused, humiliated and, if all goes to plan, dead. This is what happens: you arrive at a square to

d and you know that if you venture so much

find all the traffic stopped, but the pedestrian light is re
as a foot off the kerb all the cars will surge forward and turn you into a gooey crepe. So you wait.
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After a minute, a blind person comes along and crosses the great C°bb'ted péaac‘;‘g;?::tahgs'tat'"g-
Then a ninety-year-old lady in a motorised wheelchglr trundles past an mfortably a 0ss the
cobbles to the other side of the square a quarter of a mile away. You are unco > ytI ware that
all the drivers within 150 yards are sitting with moistened lips WatCh'?‘g you i’t‘: ? 53(;‘ Y, SO you
pretend that you don't really want to cross the street at all. After another minute, pre-schog|

children are herded across by their teachers, and then the blind man returns from the other direction
with two bags of shopping.

Finally, the pedestrian light turns green and you step off the kerb and all ;he Cfarst‘t"?"t“t*hCharglng
atyou. And | don't care how paranoid and irrational this sounds, but | _know o.rad a;: ?h dt? people
of Paris want me dead. Eventually | gave up trying to cross streets in any kin the odical way
and instead just followed whatever route looked least threatening. So, it was \;]vnt Lsome difficulty
and not a little surprise that | managed to pick my way by early afternoon to the Louvre, where |

found a long immobile queue curled around the entrance courtyard like an abandoned garden
hose.
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Text4 SECTION ¢

In the article below, experts discuss the manag
oment of the Olympics

Read the article carefully and answer Clisia 5
, lions 20 in .
The Olympics have evolved dramati , the Question Paper.

g;(;v;;gra?:dm::é ;fwst Omists. argue that theefbet:eeml:ufdens host countries shouldered. A
liabilities. non-existent, leaving many host oif,nm"‘.’js‘"v%,,,"“’ games are at best
debts and maintenance

; economi
infrastructure. Recent games have highlightad the e: =, L ough tourism and investments in

hosting such a mega-event. The 202

overrunning costs, which rose more than expected after an unprecedented pand
pandemic deiay.

Once a city is chosen to host, it ha

. s s around a d .

tourists. The . ecade to

tgousan g am&age:oa'e large, attracting hundreds of thozrsea?tzr: :Jfortmme' T: ttm of athietes and

creation or di mpete in about three hundred events. The most i meg' e & Ind

Aol iy g of highly specialised sports facilities such as cydli lmu'adcsiate i

fr;ennsas(;rtat:)r: 'zlt also tl'.l‘sually the_ demand for more general infrastrucgmlrgg especially andhwsk:-pmpcnng

P - Altogether, these infrastructure costs range from $5 billion to more than SSsomglliaon.

Many countries justify such expenditures in the ho i i i I
Games. More than half of the Beijing 2008 budget%?ssgsa:)itl:;sns\jvﬁ??ogr;:“ r(:;ua‘g:e thng Qlympac
while neariy a fourth went to environmental clean-up efforts. Operational ex;;enses ii:e em
water, h'eatlng, gnd cooling for all venues and facilities make up a smaller but still significant chunl;
of hosts’ Olympics budget. Security budgets have similarly escalated quickly since the 9/11 attacks
— Sydney spent $250 million in 2000 while Athens spent over $1.5 billion in 2004.

Also problematic are so-called white elephants that, because of their specialised nature have
limited post-Olympics use. These often impose costs for years to come due to the need for
maintenance. Beijing’s famous “Bird’s Nest’ stadium cost $460 million to build, required $10 million
a year to maintain, and sat mostly unused after the 2008 games, until the city used it again to host

the 2022 Winter Games.

A consensus has grown among economists that the Olympic Games need reforms to make them
more affordable for hosts. Many have pointed out that the 10C bidding process encourages
wasteful spending by favouring potential hosts who present the most ambitious plans. In response,
the 1OC under President Thomas Bach has promoted reforms to the process. Reducing the cost of
bidding and encouraging bidders to develop a more sustainable strategy are ideas being mooted.
Some think more drastic measures are necessary. Economists argue the 10C should instead
“award the games to rich countries that are better able to absorb more of the costs.” Others have
proposed that one city be made the permanent host, allowing for the reuse of expensive

infrastructure.
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Paris budgeted about $8 billion for the 2024 Olympics when it won its bid in 2017. Costs are split
relatively evenly between operating expenses and new infrastructure. If the final cost stays in that
ballpark, Paris will host the cheapest Summer Games in decades. Organisers say the decision tq
rely almost entirely on existing venues, such as those built for the annual French Open and the
2016 European Football Championship, has held down costs. To directly offset spending, seekin
sponsorship is one critical way. The organising committee steadfastly maintains it will reach its gog|
of $1.34 billion in sponsorship revenue. But Paris has still spent $4.5 billion on infrastructure,
including $1.6 billion for its Olympic Village, whose price is at least one-third more than it originally
budgeted.

The I0C and host communities hope to make the event more environmentally, socially, ang

economically sustainable. Alas, only time will tell who emerges victorious when it comes to the trye
long-term viability of the Olympics.

END OF INSERT

Copyright Acknowledgements:

Text 1: Adapted from https:/mww.comchest. gov.sg/

Text 2: Original setter created resource

Text 3: Adapted from Bryson Bill, Neither here nor there

Text 4: Adapted from https:/iwvww. cfr.org/backgmunder/economics-hosh‘ng-olympic-games



