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SOURCES OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTANTS

NO SO2 CO

NO2 O3 CH4

UH

• Lightning activities
• Combustion of fuels 

in Internal Car 
Engines 

methanenitrogen dioxide

nitrogen monoxide sulfur dioxide carbon monoxide unburnt hydrocarbon 

• Oxidation of NO

• Volcanic activity
• Combustion of coal in 

power stations

• Incomplete 
combustion of 
carbon-containing 
fuels

• Car exhaust
• Chemical plants

• Digestion of food in
cows and sheep

• Plant and animal
matter decay

• Rubbish in landfills

• Reaction between
NO2 and unburnt
hydrocarbons in
sunlight
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S + O2 →  SO2N2 + O2 →  2 NO

2 NO + O2 →  2 NO2


