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Section A: Source-Based Question (11 marks)

Study the sources and Question 1 carefully and then answer all parts of the question.

For each question part, you should use the source(s) indicated to help you answer
the question. In answering the questions, you should also use your knowledge of the
topic to help you understand and analyse the sources.

1 (a) Study Source A.

Why was this photograph published? Use the source and your own
knowledge to explain your answer. (5]

(b) Study Sources B and C.

How different are they about the Hock Lee Bus riots? Explain your
answer. [6]



The Hock Lee Bus Riots in 1955

Source A: A photograph printed in a trade union article showing student prolesters being
bealen by the police, senl by the British government lo disperse them. These

proleslers were there (o snow their support for the Hock Lee bus viorkers who
were on slrike.

Student
prolesters

Police
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Source B: A historian’s account of the Hock Lee Bus riols in 1955.

The workers: continued to block the gate of the bus depot by forming a human barrier.
They refused to move despite repeated wamings. The police then used batons to disperse
the crowds resulting in 15 people injured. The police action generated sympathy for the
workers. Eight hundred *SBWU members employed by other companies stopped work on
that day to protest against "police bullying". The workers also received support from large
groups of supporters, including Chinese students. Thousands more swarmed to the spot.
The police used high pressure water jets at the crowds, resulting in several worlgers
suffering minor injuries. Protesters fought back by throwing bricks and stones at the police.

*SBWU ~ Singapore Bus Workers' Union

Source C: An account given by a British official on the Hock Lee Bus riots in 1955.

It was very clear by this time that very large numbers of workers and Chinese students
were being organised throughout the island and were gathering at Alexandra Road by i
bus and lorry. Roadblocks were set up to seal off the danger zone and stop others from
joining the crowd. Even though there were repeated ‘hit and run’ attacks made on the
police by the protestors, all police personnel on duty showed great self-control and
remained calm and composed in managing the crowds. Throughout the night, there was
only one occasion when a police officer was forced to use his revolver.

Section B: Structured Questions (9 marks)

Answer both questions.

2 Describe one extemal development that influenced th : onse to
British rule in Singapore after World War II. (4]

3 Explain one factor that enabled Singapore to attain self-govemment by 1959.  [5]
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